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herself even more by the honors rendered the dead than
"by the favors accorded the living.
This ill-advised demonstration naturally led to renewed dissension between Mary and Darnley; and their quarrels were the more bitter because, as we have seen, the reconciliation, on Mary's side at least, was only feigned. She felt that her approaching maternity added much to her strength, so she threw aside all pretence, left Darnley at Dunbar, and went thence to Edinburgh Castle, where she was brought to bed on the nineteenth, of June, 1566, three montns after the murder of Bizsrio, of a son, who afterwards became James VI.
Immediately after her delivery, Mary sent for Sir James Melville, her usual envoy to Elizabeth, and instructed him to carry the news to her, and at the same time beg her to be the child's god-mother. When he reached London, Melville went at once to the palace, but a ball was in progress so that he could not see the Queen ; he therefore informed Cecil, her minister, of the purpose of his mission, and asked him to request his mistress to give him audience on the morrow.
Elizabeth was going through the figures of a quadrille when Cecil approached her and said m a low tone:
" Queen Mary, of Scotland, has given birth to a sow."
At these words she turned deathly pale, and gazed wildly around as if who wore on the point of fainting; ttho supported herself at first against a chair, but soon her legs failed her, and she sat down, throwing her head back, and absorbed in painful reflections.
One of the ladies of the court elbowed her way through the circle which was formed around the Queen, and asked her anxiously what she was thinking about that made her so sad.